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descripts. Up and down and to and fro they pass in their narrow quarters, microscopic upon the bosom of the ocean.
John Smith looms large among them.    John Smith has a mantle of marvelous adventure.   It seems that he began to make it when he was a boy, and for many years worked upon it steadily until it was stiff as cloth of gold and voluminous as a puffed-out summer cloud.   Some think that much of it was such stuff as dreams are made of.   Probably some breadths were the fabric of vision.   Still it seems certain that he did have some kind of an extraordinary coat or mantle.    The adventures which he relates of himself are those of a paladin. Born in 1579 or 1580, he was at this time still a young man.   But already he had fought in France and  in  the  Netherlands,   and  in  Transylvania against the Turks.   He had known sea-fights and shipwrecks and had journeyed, wTith adventures galore, in Italy.   Before Regall, in Transylvania, he had challenged three Turks in succession, unhorsed them, and cut off their heads, for which doughty deed Sigismund, a Prince of Transylvania, had given him a coat of arms showing three Turks* heads in a shield.   Later he had been taken in battle and sold into slavery, whereupon a Turkish